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“Since it is only in society—and, indeed, only in one that 
combines the greatest freedom, and thus a thoroughgoing 
antagonism among its members, with a precise determination 
and protection of the boundaries of this freedom, so that it 
can coexist with the freedom of others—since it is only in 
such a society that nature’s highest objective, namely, the 
highest attainable development of mankind’s capacities, 
can be achieved, nature also wills that mankind should itself 
accomplish this, as well as all the other goals that constitute 
mankind’s vocation.”

Immanuel Kant, 
Idea for a Universal History with a Cosmopolitan Intent



 Nothing showcases recent advancements of the human race quite 
like the city.  Buildings soar to heights never previously imagined creating 
distinct and iconic skylines, technological innovations line every street 
corner, and new inventions are often introduced to these highly-populated 
areas to test their relevancy.  Cities have not only become the home for 
the majority of the world’s population, but their distinct landscapes, cultural 
influence, and recent revitalizations of themselves have sparked new 
identities and further opportunities to introduce the newest innovations in 
art, architecture, music, and science.
 The American city takes this model and pushes it to a very distinct 
direction.  Rather than being composed of dense centers, 20th-century 
development and abundant land has pushed many cities outward and left 
the centers as commuting sites with a fabric that has to be artificially 
maintained by giving people a reason to come back for pleasure.  Thus, 
the fabric of the American city lies in the conglomeration of neighborhoods 
with their own historical contexts and demographics.  Some of these 
neighborhoods gain recognition equal to that of the city they support, and 
many become breeding grounds for movements of social and political shifts 
that can have a major impact across the nation.  Still, American cities are 
incredibly young and experimental; many neighborhoods have seen their 
identities greatly, if not completely, altered and their relationship to the 
fabric of the metropolitan area changed for better or worse.  What does 
this rapid change in social and political philosophy mean for the future of 
architecture within the neighborhood?
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 The architecture of the American neighborhood, as a means of 
connecting the object-oriented city and the people whose social trends give 
it a distinct urban fabric, often becomes a backdrop or a response to the 
development of said trends over time.  By exploring neighborhoods from a 
variety of American cities with particular attention to historical, geographic, 
and social context, a common generalization can be developed regarding 
the connection between design and how the typology of the American city 
has developed over a relatively short time span.  Taking this generalization 
and applying it to present-day social trends will allow a new architecture 
to emerge alongside it rather than after the fact and those instigating the 
changes in society will recognize that a critique of their surroundings is just 
as important as the critique of the ideologies that they are challenging.
 Jacksonville, Florida, finding itself at a crossroads of developing 
a true urban fabric while combating the effects of suburban sprawl over 
the second half of the 20th century, will become a testing ground for a 
network of neighborhoods that pushes the typology of the American city 
to new yet attainable heights as one which is physically, intellectually, and 
philosophically intertwined with social change.  The ultimate goal is to 
create a new typology that shifts the philosophy of the person or group 
who desires to bring about social change to consider the architecture of 
the particular neighborhood as equal to the society.  With this in mind, 
architects become just as crucial to the creation of a social trend as 
the traditional players, bringing about a shift in the relationship between 
designer and society.
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Social and Political Trends in American History

 Land of the free, home of the brave.  Amber waves of grain, purple 
mountains’ majesty, and streets paved with gold.  There is no question that 
many facets of the United States have often been seen as a shimmering 
glimpse of hope over modern world history, built on the principle that 
anyone can come to America and prosper.  Since first being colonized by 
Europeans, most notably Great Britain, the United States has become a 
world melting pot, bringing in people and cultural norms from all corners 
of the globe under unifying ideals like democracy, equality, and prosperity 
for all.  These ideals, the hope for a better life, and an inherent drive 
for prosperity made the United States an industrial leader and a political 
superpower very quickly when compared to the millennia of development 
undergone by her Western counterparts.  The social and political norms of 
this young nation have gotten her to this point and will either keep her at 
the top or make her a mere figment of history.
 Although the history of America has not always been as shimmering 
as the image that has graced its name over the past two centuries, the 
ideal of ensuring equality for all has always been the driving force behind 
many major political decisions, starting with the revolutionary institution of 
liberal democracy set forth by the Founding Fathers.  Alexis de Tocqueville, 
a French political scientist, was so taken aback when he visited America 
in the nineteenth century and discovered the means by which political 
decisions are made that it caused him to call for a new political science 

Background

7



altogether.  He noticed, after seeing the framework of the American system 
of government, that all social movements in Western history, not just 
American history, are pointed to one end result: equality of condition.  As he 
saw it, the United States was the culmination of over seven hundred years 
of transitioning power between the royalty, aristocracy, and the common 
man.  No matter who was in control, the emphasis was always on keeping 
the subjects happy, and when this did not happen an uprising would occur 
in the name of the vast majority.
 American history has been dotted with similar movements.  The 
mid-nineteenth century saw the emancipation of slaves (amid much 
bloodshed), and it took another hundred years of grassroots movements by 
minorities to cement equal rights regardless of skin color.  Women also took 
their argument to the highest level they could in order to gain voting rights 
and attain equal status to men in the eyes of the law.  Recent movements 
to legalize same-sex marriage hit on the same principles of questioning the 
presence of laws that get in the way of inalienable rights and truths to be 
held self-evident.  It has become part of what it means to be an American—
rights to free speech and peaceable assembly show that if a group has a 
reasonable argument, then its political implication will be brought before 
the powers at be.  Many years may pass before marked improvements are 
seen and manifested in a physical form, but the United States of the 21st 
century is undoubtedly the culmination of changing social trends enforced 
by a democratic political system.
 Tocqueville notes that “in America [he] saw more than America…
an image of democracy itself, of its character, its penchants, its prejudices, 
its passions” (Tocqueville 13).  There was a theme beyond what could 
be idealized by Enlightenment philosophers about the ways people could 
interact or how words on paper could play out in a growing society.  There was 
a sense of optimism and direction, a sense of rising above the oppression, 
and a sense that anything is possible in the future.  These ideals service 
themselves as inalienable rights set forth in a social contract, of which 
the most famous are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.  Whether 
they apply to a single American, a group of people from a particular area, 
or the nation that has now eclipsed 300 million in population, what it 
encapsulates on paper is what it needs to stand for moving forward.
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 On the other side, the juxtaposition of individual versus group 
becomes a major part of that American philosophy.  Do the Declaration of 
Independence and the Constitution give “you” certain inalienable rights, 
or do they give “us” certain inalienable rights?  The centuries since their 
institutions have brought about a push toward equilibrium on the matter: 
depending on the state of affairs in the nation and the world based on a 
variety of factors, the emphasis on individual or group can shift and the 
relationship between social and political norms change accordingly.  Being 
that the United States is under the control of a manmade set of rules 
and a manmade government which has become so ingrained in societies 
across the country, it is manmade environments which strongly represent 
that relationship between people and these social philosophies.  Thus, the 
American city is just as much a representation of that which revolutionized 
relationships between people and government across the world as it is a 
place to live, work, and interact.  It is an urban landscape that has been 
designed and fabricated in the United States, one which manifests itself 
most strongly at a scale smaller than the city itself: the neighborhood.  
A building typology within the American neighborhood as a piece of the 
American metropolis must incorporate an understanding of the American 
experience and how social trends in the United States change over time.
 Primary themes to be brought up in order to attain this new typology 
will be expression, infrastructure, and the neighborhood.  While expression 
and infrastructure are explored in the next two sections, knowing what the 
neighborhood represents is crucial to understanding how broad of a reach 
the building typology must be.  The definition of the neighborhood takes on 
an inward relationship as a separate object within a metropolitan area and 
an outward relationship with said metropolitan area.  For example, someone 
from Hyde Park, a neighborhood of Chicago, would identify themselves to 
a fellow Chicagoan as a resident of Hyde Park, but to an outsider who only 
understands Chicago as a metropolitan area as a resident of Chicago.  The 
neighborhood, thus, does not have to be in an urban context—suburbs are 
just as important to the current American building typology as inner-city 
neighborhoods, and both are explored equally.
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Expression: The Object and the Neighborhood

 Virtually everything in American life revolves around the importance 
of the object.  Famous European cities often have distinct atmospheres 
about them, composed of buildings all crafted with similar styles and 
proportions.  The building itself may not resemble a particular function, but 
its architectural expression becomes associated with the particular city in 
which it lies.  This experience becomes very subjective—cities are defined by 
their environment much more easily because their environments are being 
advertised.  In the United States, the opposite is true—corporations, in a 
quest to advertise themselves as a national entity, often put up identical, 
recognizable forms wherever they can, and the object becomes the defining 
characteristic of the manmade landscape.  It becomes associated with a 
company, not a city.  As a result of companies gaining so much revenue 
that they can influence speech and power in the social and political 
systems of the day; this system has taken hold of the American landscape 
as well.  Design becomes less about expression and more about fitting a 
template into a particular city’s zoning requirements and ordinances, often 
in a confusing manner that takes many months to complete.  Although this 
model does not promote any of expression that great design requires, it 
is such a well-established philosophy in other facets of American life that 
the concept of objectification must be considered when understanding the 
development of the American city.
 The American city cannot simply manifest itself as a series of 
objects with mindless humanoids shuffling through it.  Today’s American 
demographic greatly emphasizes the split between the individual and the 
group mentality whose balance has become the topic of many a political 
debate over the nation’s history.  The growing gap between rich and poor and 
uprisings regarding the behavior of banks that caused the recent economic 
crisis show that a group-oriented political philosophy will have to take hold 
in order to ensure that equality of condition which America so strongly 
supports.  Still, in many ways the principles discussed that form the fabric 
of the American city are greatly steered toward the individual.  A free-market 
economy exemplified by an object-oriented building strategy promotes the 
right of the individual to support the businesses of his or her choosing.  

THUS SPOKE JACKSONVILLE10



Expression: The Object and the Neighborhood 11

Not only does the American shopping mall typology, most notably in Minneapolis’s Mall of America, 
become a main part of the American social demographic but it also showcases the result of free-market 
competition.  This setting is the epitome of the object-oriented landscape, as individual stores battle for 
attention in a drag-and-drop setting.

In a less idealized 
sense, the shopping mall 
becomes devoid of any 
notable design gesture 
and instead is set up to 
follow city ordinances.  
How can something that 
is developed rather than 
designed be allowed to 
define so much of the 
American experience?



Being that the neighborhood is so closely intertwined with these other two 
principles, what does this mean for the social state of the American city 
moving forward?  The American city currently finds itself at a crossroads.  
Although some downtown areas have successfully revitalized themselves 
with new industry or social status, many others face tough dilemmas and 
tougher financial implications.  The individual-oriented system is no longer 
sufficient for a city to thrive.  If a group-based philosophy is to take over, it 
will have to reinvent what the city does and what it stands for in the name 
of equality of condition.
 Revitalization of the American city over the centuries is not an 
impossible feat.  As Edward Glaeser notes in The Triumph of the City, 
Boston has utilized its educational aura to reinvent itself many times 
over.  Originally started as a port city where goods could be brought to the 
American colonies, it was soon overtaken by more convenient locations like 
New York and Philadelphia.  In the early nineteenth century, the Harvard-
educated entrepreneur Francis Cabot Lowell opened up British-style power 
looms in the city, taking advantage of its human capital and a means of 
producing something expendable.  However, by the mid-twentieth century, 
this too was an obsolete form of keeping a city going.  Once again, Boston 
turned to education-oriented industries like engineering, computers, 
financial services, management consulting, and biotechnology as a means 
of bringing about postindustrial success (Glaeser 234).  The philosophy 
in Boston is one of production, as it is in any industrialized American city.  
What Boston possesses which has saved it multiple times is a social aura 
of creating something that could be expendable and not being afraid to 
take risks or break away from societal norms in the process.  This is not 
based on the feat of the individual; it requires the work of many people to 
educate and develop ideas that can bring about such a monumental shift 
as to save a city and revitalize its urban fabric.
 In a broad sense, pushes for social change in America that are 
led by large groups nearly always take hold as grassroots movements 
started by those who are actively affected by the issue at hand.  One of 
the largest social movements of the past five years but which has been 
growing since the early 20th century is that for universalized healthcare.  
As Beatrix Hoffman notes, “opposed to elite health reform, which has 
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Boston is an example of a city that has had the time 
to redevelop itself multiple times over and establish 
a strong conglomeration of neighborhoods.  The 
transition of the Garment District (below) to a 
shopping area devoid of industry shows one of 
these changes in effect.  As the diagrams to the 
left show, the level of opportunity and economic 
prosperity has shifted away from the city center 
to reflect an education-based industry rather than 
a labor-based one.  Boston has changed from 
a singular object to a metropolitan area, as have 
many large cities across the United States.



relied on research and expertise, health care activism is rooted in people’s 
experiences with the health care system” (Hoffman).  The United States 
and what it stands for grew out of a movement to end taxation without 
representation—a principle of a system that had been set up apart from 
their control and implemented without prior testing.  It was once it directly 
affected the people that it became apparent that they had to do something, 
so they fought for their rights.  Certain precautions in the Constitution, such 
as the First Amendment, ensured that future generations would be able to 
do the same if their drive to equality was inhibited upon.  A push toward 
healthcare coverage has taken many forms: union activists, feminists, and 
the elderly, to name a few, have led this fight when it directly affected their 
interests.  Recent movements to “Occupy Wall Street” reflect economic 
strains that have been put on the majority of Americans through a failure 
to fully test what was superficially implemented and applied to groups of 
people, and this notion will continue to drive changing social trends moving 
forward.   Groups of people can move mountains with their words.
 What happens when this notion of directly affecting a push to 
equality hits distinct social groups?  The United States, in addition to 
establishing inalienable rights, has always been a melting pot of cultures, 
meaning that metropolitan areas often have many facets of ethnicities and 
ethnic traditions.  Each of these sets of traditions, and the social groups 
that represent them, has a desire to express itself not only to keep its 
values and mores alive but also to showcase itself as an object to be 
appreciated in the object-oriented landscape.  As more people immigrate 
to the United States from Central and South America in addition to the 
neighbors across the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, they will bring about 
more control over social and political norms to ensure that their abilities 
to express themselves become a further means of promoting equality 
of condition.  Cities will become very important to harness this need for 
expression, and the “vitality, excitement, and sense of community, which 
cities can create and foster, will increasingly be recognized and appreciated” 
(Kemp).  People heading toward the bright lights are still going there to 
chase their dreams, and movements toward equality and the importance of 
the group and the grassroots movement help them feel that their dreams 
are closer than ever before.  The spaces within these revitalized downtown 
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areas must correspond to the needs and desires of these new groups.
 Many distinct themes appear as the understanding of social 
change in the United States moving forward becomes more apparent.  Two 
facets show up: a continuation of themes rooted in American culture and 
the introduction of themes based on new developments.  The themes that 
will continue are, as discussed, equality and diversity.  There is no question 
that, over time, the world is becoming a much safer and understanding 
place because there are more people across the world who are obtaining 
equality of condition and understanding that bloody battles and closed-
mindedness are figments of the past.  The imperialist tactics and world 
wars of the past are giving way to acceptance and understanding of how 
different cultures work and how they can contribute to overall social trends.  
The homosexual community, for example, is the most recent to attain equal 
rights based on movements that worked their way up to the highest levels of 
the judicial system.  Reinforcing these ideas are new themes of connectivity 
and identity promoted by technological developments and social networks.  
When Time named Facebook founder Mark Zuckerberg as their person of 
the year in 2010, it was commented that the overall philosophy of social 
networking is to “turn the lonely, antisocial world of random chance into a 
friendly world … You’ll be working and living inside a network of people, and 
you’ll never have to be alone again.  The Internet, and whole world, will feel 
more like a family” (Grossman).  These social networks are elements which 
encourage expression and allow older themes like equality and diversity 
to have stronger outlets and meanings.  Is there a point, though, that the 
facets and the choices that individuals in a liberal democratic society have 
to make cannot be upheld by the object-oriented city as a singular unit?  
The American metropolis, as large as it is, cannot fulfill the inherent desire 
for recognition that is only enhanced in a liberal democracy as a single unit.  
Thus, it becomes a conglomeration of smaller pieces, each with its own 
defining characteristics as an expressive object to contribute to the urban 
fabric as a whole.
 The American culture is a conglomeration of worldwide traditions in 
the same way that the American city is a conglomeration of neighborhoods.  
As cities began to grow and their downtown areas became points of 
industry, those working needed somewhere to live.  Certain areas of cities 
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were claimed by various groups, often assigning names to them based on 
historical or social context.  Complex metropolises began to form.  Since 
social life was extending into these areas, so was the urban fabric of 
the city itself.  Variations of the urban fabric can occur, creating complex 
relationships across a small area.  Each city develops its own guideline of 
philosophy, planning, architecture, cuisine, and art that come together to 
form a true urban fabric.  The American city may be young, but it has all 
the pieces that its ancient counterparts across the Atlantic have because 
of the neighborhood.
 American neighborhoods can take on two general forms for 
their development and relationship to the metropolitan area: a means of 
production or a means of residence.  A production neighborhood exists to 
promote industry.  It develops as its own object with economic importance 
to the city as a whole, often taking advantage of some geographical feature 
to further enhance its influence.  These neighborhoods today are often 
the subject of renewal projects, as the industrialization that brought many 
into existence was often disbanded and replaced with lower-socioeconomic 
populaces during the twentieth century.  On the other hand, a residential 
neighborhood is developed with the purpose of giving those working within 
the city a place to live.  They are sometimes understood as taking gestures 
from the surrounding metropolitan infrastructure, but can also be sprawled 
out with their own expressive qualities (or lack thereof) that prove to be 
superficial and unsustainable.
 As a means of allowing the group to interact and express itself, 
it is clear that every neighborhood, be it urban or suburban, has an open 
space of some kind.  These can be parks that create a green landscape to 
contrast the hardscape of the roads, a programmed gathering space such 
as a performance hall or stadium, or a natural setting preserved around 
human development.  Though not necessarily expressive on their own, this 
building typology becomes strongly activated by the influx of upwards of 
hundreds of thousands of people with the cognitive inhibitions toward one 
particular goal, be it a push toward equal rights or that the home team wins 
the game.  Unlike other open spaces around the world, however, American 
spaces often possess a high level of programming.  Rather than leaving 
a plaza open for whatever may occur, open spaces in this country often 
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have areas designated for specific actions and are designed accordingly.  
Whether or not the spaces actually manifest these actions determine how 
successful the design is.  Does this philosophy of designing a large, open 
space allow the group-based philosophy to shine through, or is it just part of 
an architectural philosophy that is disjoined from society?  Is it represented 
elsewhere in American design?
 Even though the neighborhood and the American society have 
many facets and are driven to be group-based, they are still inherently 
understood within American philosophy as objects within the larger whole.  
America is a conglomeration of United States, and the American city is a 
conglomeration of smaller neighborhoods that represent themselves as 
separate objects with their own contributing factors.  This model can allow 
for great works of architecture to shine—as individual objects within a 
whole.  The only way, then, for these objects to serve any purpose is for a 
high level of organization, almost as well-developed as society and design 
themselves, to organize them and allow them to inform each other.  Thus, 
it is infrastructure that is required to inform each of these fragments and 
create something strong.

Infrastructure: Movement and Architecture

 Being that the American social system is so young, its cities are, 
for the most part, still quite young and experimental compared to many of 
its Western counterparts.  Many prominent metropolises across the United 
States have their roots in industry, be it from colonial days or the Industrial 
Revolution.  Downtown areas became places of production, pollution, and 
overcrowding.  As the industry moved out of city centers (if not out of the 
country), shells of downtowns searching for revitalization and new modes 
of production lay in wait.  The new building typology of the skyscraper began 
to dominate the most famous skylines of the country, marking the new kind 
of work and development to be undertaken and giving a new definition to 
the manmade landscape in addition to societal changes as Boston has 
instigated multiple times.  What is, then, the piece that defines American 
buildings?  Is it well-defined at this point, or is the nation still too young for 
its image to be set?  In addition to the importance of the object as a means 
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The setup of the American city as a conglomeration of 
neighborhoods shows up in the planning of parks and 
open spaces, which are often highly programmed and 
packed with intended activities.  Some examples, like 
Central Park in Manhattan, become iconic pieces of 
American design.  Virtually every large American city 
now focuses on developing a strong parks system as a 
means of community outreach; the parks often coincide 
with neighborhood organization.  Still, is there a better 
way for the large open space to reflect the expressive 
qualities of American social demographic?



of expression and the neighborhood as servicing the scale for which this 
can occur most effectively, it is infrastructure in the form of transportation 
which ties all of these elements together and allows them to inform each 
other in the American metropolis.
 The most well-defined characteristic of the American city (and 
nation, for that matter) is the transportation network it has amassed.  
Transportation has always been key for the American city to thrive.  Since 
much of the United States is free from topographical restriction, the ability 
to move from one area to the next largely defines boundaries and even 
gives cities their identities and fabrics.  One of the most defining moments 
in postwar America was the introduction of the Interstate Highway System 
as a means of getting from one corner of the country to the other in the 
most efficient (car-based) way as possible.  This has always been the case, 
even before the car became part of every American’s identity.  Highways 
not only get people into those downtown areas which harness the most 
progressive social trends, but they also play major roles in defining what 
the manmade environment can and cannot do.  Roads, and the car itself, 
have become ingrained in American society and the need for adequate 
transportation is something that comes to shape the American city, for 
better or worse.
 The notion of transportation-dominated planning is brought to 
the forefront in X-Urbanism by Mario Gandelsonas, in which he sees the 
gridded system of the traditional American city as the dominating form in 
the American city typology.  He notes that “sites…where the articulation 
of architecture and the city can take place…are usually found in the space 
of failure that subverts that permanent traces of the geometric grid” 
(Gandelsonas 76).  Automobile-based transportation makes straight lines 
easier to get around, and objects of expression merely occur when this 
system is interrupted.  This relationship becomes apparent in areas of 
suburban sprawl, where regulated systems (though not necessarily in a 
grid) can spread out for miles to the point of forming infrastructure and 
allowing zoning regulations to articulate which buildings can go in which 
location.  The American metropolis is a series of pieces with distinct 
roles and important relationships to the objects within the city.  It is a 
conglomeration of objects that is formed, but it is also lacking of any 
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understanding of urban fabric as a philosophical tool to piece together any 
sort of typology.  Thus, it is an understanding of society and social trends 
that help to define the true characteristics of the American city.
 If cars are to remain in some fashion for at least the foreseeable 
future, their impact needs to be understood correctly.  Jane Jacobs notes 
that automobile-based transportation is slowly eroding the urban fabrics 
of many metropolitan areas, but it is also much more efficient than the 
alternatives which it replaced.  Part of the reason that cities have become 
so much cleaner is because of the relative cleanliness of the automobile 
compared to the horse and buggy, an often-idealized mode of travel (Jacobs 
343).  Still, the battle between a city’s infrastructure and the need for it to 
support the automobile-based means of transportation that has become 
so dominant is the newest strain on further establishing the urban fabric 
as a typology of the American city.  The easier solution is simply to spread 
out and stretch these manmade boundaries into sprawled suburbs, as 
has been the case over the past century, and, with cars being cleaner as 
Jacobs notes, this sprawl and increased infrastructure has no immediate 
consequences.  Still, new impacts on society caused by rising gas prices 
and a desire to move independent of the single car could serve as a new 
social trend that could redefine what American infrastructure is.  Still, 
Jacobs sees a potential equilibrium between city and car—a point at which 
the pressures of where to store cars and allow them to move can balance 
out with the needs of a strong urban center (353).  Cities are becoming 
tamer places to work and thus more desirable places to live in or take 
pleasure out of as well.  Still, the inherent need for transportation and 
some defining system that promotes the use of transportation is a major 
design element that has essentially become an unwritten rule of social 
and architectural progress in the United States.  This notion of physical 
infrastructure creating the American city is present and becoming something 
which those living in urban areas see as a given fact.  It is certain that the 
borders of the manmade city in the vast majority of the United States are 
to be defined by the infrastructural element of transportation.
 How does the organization of cities into a set of individual expressive 
neighborhoods begin to play itself out as a means of transportation and 
organization?  Being that cities are shifting from dirty industrial centers 
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to places of enjoyment and a means to pursue one’s dreams, urban 
populations are growing to a point that cities need to rethink the way 
that they provide services to the metropolis.  Combining this dilemma 
with the notion of object and movement points to a common theme: an 
inherent need for infrastructure in the form of roads that organize where 
the neighborhoods are, how movement between them occurs, and how they 
relate to the overall metropolis.  The American metropolis is constructed 
in a clear, distinct way so the overall conglomeration begins to shape the 
city’s particular set of philosophical and expressional values.  Still, how will 
this issue of expanding metropolises be addressed?  One theory seeks to 
set up Community Benefits Districts (CBDs) designed to provide residents 
with better efficiency, equity, and political feasibility in order to create more 
sustainable communities in which residents feel more of an obligation to 
take care of the infrastructural pieces (Baer).  The best way for cities to 
manage themselves as to divide up into sub-districts that each possess 
control and affordability of the infrastructure needed.  If this required 
piece is to remain intact, the neighborhood will have to be considered as 
a viable part of a city’s fabric and the network between neighborhoods 
making up a metropolitan area will gain renewed importance.  Not only 
is it socially necessary for neighborhoods to exist, but it is fiscally and 
civically responsible for them to do so as well.  Thus, people organized 
in a group will have to take more of an account of the infrastructure that 
defines the city, especially if it pushes away from the car, if infrastructure is 
to continue to inform the layout of the American neighborhood.  Because 
neighborhoods do not inherently possess the necessary elements of 
urban fabric to survive on their own, it will have to occur—expression and 
infrastructure will become more intertwined and design will have to service 
this change.
 How do these elements of transportation that define the American 
landscape make their way into American building typology?  Instead of an 
extensive journey, it exists at the singular building scale through circulation 
and programming.  American buildings, being even younger than the 
American metropolis, are generally still associated with the same building 
usage to which they were constructed.  Some buildings of historical 
importance are retro-fitted for new usages, but they still have inherent 
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The Eisenhower Interstate 
Highway System revolutionized 
travel and infrastructure in the 
United States.  Architectural 
expression turning into a 
multipurpose form that can 
accommodate plenty of uses.  
Infrastructure, as in the layout of 
one of the most quintessential 
examples of American capitalism, 
often forces design to take a 
back seat in favor of economy 
and managability.  Whether or 
not designers want to accept it, 
a major component of American 
building typology becomes the 
construction of a structural hull 
with programming that becomes 
a social and economical 
component rather than an 
architectural one.



structural systems that define what interior movement and organization 
must be.  In many ways, American building typology not only reflects the 
arrangement of the American city, but also reflects the American philosophy 
of designing in the most economical fashion possible.  Offices and stores 
maintain an open floor plan to allow for lower construction time and costs 
and allow the particular business—and building owner—to meet a bottom 
line.  Schools are organized with movement and multipurpose spaces 
in mind.  Although the fragments of programmed space are much more 
well-defined and maintained, this understanding of design is not very 
different from the American understanding of the open space—circulation 
and spatial definition become key, forcing expression and organizational 
infrastructure to inform one another.
 These buildings are compact and meant to fit within the 
infrastructure and be effective as quickly as possible, but do they have 
any expressive quality that can start to inform the infrastructure in the 
same way that infrastructure is informing the design?  Can the approach be 
changed to allow both of these crucial pieces of American life inform each 
other?  Although the liberal democratic government is promoting equality 
and freedom from limitations for American citizens, the architecture is 
suggesting a much more restrictive approach by seeking to define the 
usage of every space.  The building typology in America must obtain a 
smoother connection between physical and social manifestation if it is to 
advance past the experimental stage in which many American cities still 
find themselves.

State of the Question: Architecture as a Backdrop

 The three principles of expression, infrastructure, and the 
neighborhood are so intertwined that they can explain an inherent American 
building philosophy past the simple conglomeration of buildings that form a 
downtown area.  What is the neighborhood but an object, advertising itself to 
the rest of the metropolis in which it lies, with borders and functions defined 
by the means to get to and from the center of its fabric?  When community 
development projects come in and seek to revitalize a neighborhood, do 
they not turn to particular objects to be placed along those means of 
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transportation that define where activity happens?  There are lessons that 
can be learned, networks that can be forged, and opportunities that can be 
capitalized upon when considering what dynamic the American city will take 
on in the future by looking at these relationships, and the understanding 
of it must extend to the urban fabric in order for it to be successful.  There 
exist a clear set of spatial definitions that promote notions of expression 
and infrastructure—can they start to work together rather than only as 
means to promote industry when fiscally appropriate?
 As stated earlier, however, social fabric is equally important when 
understanding what architecture can become.  Changing social trends 
in the United States are largely defined by what people say.  The First 
Amendment explicitly guarantees a right to free speech, and its meaning 
and interpretation have been utilized to their fullest extent in order to push 
toward equality for all.  Its importance to American society will definitely 
continue to be a major factor as the new industry and social trends that 
will revitalize the American city become more oriented toward the group 
of people acting as one voice.  What does this mean for a new American 
building typology and the fabric of the neighborhood moving forward?
 Currently, the state of the question is one of distinct ambiguity.  
Architecture and society act apart from one another, with the idea that 
people can change their relationship with each other and their government 
far from the ideals of those designing or developing the neighborhoods 
in which these calls for action take place.  Thus, design is only servicing 
those superficial principles of transportation and the object which become 
essential in the typology of the American city.  Architecture is serving as a 
mere backdrop rather than as an integral part of what the United States has 
represented for over 200 years.  Instead of representing changing trends, 
it is meant to only serve the people that make the change, and often takes 
on mundane, repeatable, objectified forms which fail to exemplify what 
makes America so unique.  It is this understanding of how architecture and 
social change come together which can greatly strengthen the dynamic 
of both and bring them to a new level altogether.  Thus, the new group-
based philosophy that will encompass changing social trends in the future 
can extend into the design world and a new American building typology 
which promotes these new forms can begin to take hold.  If people start to 
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associate their ability to speak for change with an incorporation of spatial 
awareness that accompanies their desires, the archetype of the nation 
begins to take on a form that encompasses those inalienable rights that 
the Founding Fathers granted to all Americans.
 Expression and infrastructure are themes that must be understood 
very clearly in order to address this ambiguity.  As discussed earlier, 
American cities are conglomerations of neighborhoods functioning as a 
metropolitan area with an inherent importance placed on the object and 
transportation.  These pieces, largely controlled by local governments, are 
essential for the American city to thrive moving forward because of their 
physical relevance to this day.  Furthermore, social trends will continue 
to address the need for expression.  The fact that continual movements 
toward equality of condition make people feel that using their expressive 
capabilities to make a living in an urban center is possible will force the 
relationship between expression and infrastructure to take on a more 
dynamic form.  The United States also ensures that if a group of people 
feels they are being tracked upon by a set of rules, they can rise up and 
change what it is that is keeping them down.  This in itself is a form of 
expression that is guaranteed in the First Amendment, and combining this 
notion with the infrastructural pieces that the city needs to be built from will 
create the next great architectural movement in the United States.
 Understanding how these kinds of developments can have adequate 
levels of expression and infrastructure that reflect the changing social 
trends toward themes like equality, connectivity, identity, and diversity will 
help individual neighborhoods and whole cities revitalize themselves and 
create overlying philosophies that help drive design and building usage.  
It is important to know that the overarching principles of neighborhood 
typologies may be similar, but the relationship between each neighborhood 
and its metropolitan area is something that can become very in-depth in 
terms of how these relationships start to play out.  Cities from different 
regions, sizes, and levels of urban fabric development will have different 
sets of goals and objectives and different building types to fulfill these.  
Still, the overall understanding is something that can be traced back to a 
set of American principles and must be brought to this level if architecture 
is to serve as something more than a backdrop to the social change that 
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is taking place.
 Can an architectural typology, then, be understood in the same 
philosophical light that American culture and politics are understood?  
There is a clear relationship between philosophy and typology that exists in 
American culture.  The United States Constitution is a typology of the liberal 
democratic philosophy outlined in the Declaration of Independence.  The 
American metropolis as a conglomeration of neighborhoods is a typology 
of the philosophy behind the organization of the Western industrial city.  
Likewise, the building typology must explore the relationships between 
elements of movement across the site (whatever scale it takes), circulation 
within smaller spaces that set up a boundary, and a large, open (not 
necessarily central) space that allows for expression and social recognition 
to take place.  This organization shows up prominently throughout early 
European architecture, from the halls of the Alhambra in Spain to the piazzas 
dotting iconic Renaissance Italian cities.  Even in America, this shows up in 
building types like churches, town squares, and sports venues to a distinct 
architectural move by noted architects like Frank Lloyd Wright.  It also 
strongly plays into the notion of expression and infrastructure—one form 
lets architecture create a landscape that allows expressive qualities of the 
people within it to shine, while the other uses programmatic understanding 
of what people need to accomplish the expression to become as much of a 
journey as a process.  What becomes equally important to the presence of 
the specific elements is the way they relate to each other at various points 
along the journey.  Movement flanked by highly-programmed space will 
have a different effect on the people of the neighborhood than when it sits 
next to a large open space, and social activities will manifest themselves 
accordingly (whether the architect wants them to or not).  Understanding 
spatial relationships (not necessarily building usage) as a building typology 
is the key to linking philosophical understanding to physical manifestation 
and shifting thinking from a backdrop to a group-based mentality, as long 
as the building usage applies to the particular neighborhood and active 
aspects of social change.
 This singular form, however, must be seen as applicable to design 
and immediate usage in order to become part of the American building 
philosophy in the same way that the economical object with no adornment 
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is.  Application to the American neighborhood must be done on a case-by-
case basis—the design itself manifests those elements of expression and 
infrastructure that are inherent in American culture, but any good designer 
must realize that the architecture needs to become an active part of these 
social trends in order to avoid designing another aesthetically pleasing 
backdrop.  If this level of competence is attained, architects will be more 
well-respected within their communities as instigators of social change and 
willing to aid in the grassroots movements that ensure equality of condition.
 The first step to understanding programmatic elements that can be 
applied to this new typology is to diagram the neighborhood.  To establish 
a common language through the American city’s inherent infrastructure, a 
3x3 grid is created with the neighborhood being studied in the center.  The 
next layer focuses on the relationship of the neighborhood to the city by 
looking at how much the broad factors, like transportation and topography, 
affect the ways that the city informs the neighborhood and the language 
within the inner square.  The goal of the new typology is to create fluidity: 
the infrastructure is well-defined but allows expression to break its borders, 
while the neighborhood itself possesses organization and activity influenced 
by the metropolitan area.  The neighborhood remains an object within the 
overall structure, but an object that not only informs the urban fabric but 
encourages diversity and experimentation with a usage and program that 
actively involves itself in the manifestation of these ideals.  Much like 
American democracy and social strata, the new building typology would 
utilize organization and hierarchy to determine a building usage, site, and 
form that matches the philosophy rather than being a simple drag-and-drop 
solution.  Dragging and dropping is why architecture is a backdrop in the 
first place.
 The case studies seek to understand current conditions and utilize 
the diagrams to critique them and find potential usages that could reach 
this ultimate goal.  In order for the new building typology to be successful, 
it must be able to be applied to any neighborhood regardless of age, 
size, or function within a metropolitan area.  How else could, then, the 
notion of social equality truly manifest itself architecturally if the design 
was limited to a certain few?  Scale or usage may change, but the overall 
understanding of how building can change will affect the way that architects 
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Piazza del Campo in Siena, Italy becomes an 
incredibly expressive piece while lacking a 
high level of programming.  This type of public 
space could strengthen the American cultural 
norm of instigating social change due to the 
design element.

The Alhambra in Granada, Spain remains 
a single object but utilizes organization 
around large open spaces, creating a 
unique architectural experience as a visitor 
approaches and enters both interior and 
exterior spaces.

Combining these notions of a large but 
not necessarily programmed open space 
with smaller circulatory spaces around the 
perimeter become intrinsically American 
when movement patterns enter them.  
Neighborhoods, being informed by the 
infrastructure of the metropolitan area, 
will have this piece already and further 
diagramming and understanding can 
determine the organization, usage, and scale 
of the remaining spaces.



relate to the instigators of social change and how their designs can serve 
as more than backdrops.  The state of the question is one of ambiguity, 
but the future of American architecture could be as revolutionary as the 
future of American society and politics once was, and this is a truth that we 
must hold as self-evident as those staples of life, liberty, and the pursuit 
of happiness.  Analyzing neighborhoods across the country and seeing 
how their relationships with their respective metropolitan areas based on 
context and social fabric fit into the overall model will help to show what 
these truths are in the present and how they can be addressed through 
design moving forward.

THUS SPOKE JACKSONVILLE30



History, Geography, and Current Trends

 There are those neighborhoods that serve simply as facets for 
the cities to which they are connected.  Some are true suburbs, platted 
and sold with the intent of developing them as residential areas.  These 
neighborhoods often lead to overfilling the infrastructure and under-
appreciating the idea of the building being an expressional piece.  On the 
other hand, there are also neighborhoods that embody a desire to work, 
create, and service in addition to providing shelter and developing a fabric.  
What function can they serve?
 See Camp Washington.
 Camp Washington is a neighborhood of Cincinnati, Ohio, nearly 
as old as the city itself.  Although the name comes from its use as a 
military training site during the Mexican War of the early 1850s, this area 
in the Mill Creek Valley just west of downtown Cincinnati quickly developed 
as a transportation hub for those passing through.  Adjacent to the Erie 
Canal which connected Lake Erie with the Ohio River, Camp Washington 
not only became a hotspot for taverns and hotels but it also had its 
boundaries established by the same transportation pieces that continue 
to establish neighborhood lines to this day.  The late 19th and early 20th 
centuries brought industry to the area in the form of slaughterhouses, the 
industry of choice for Cincinnati, and brought the population to its 1930 
peak of 11,800.  This time also saw the introduction of another mode of 
transportation, the railroad: Union Terminal was built to the southwest of 
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Camp Washington and train tracks continue to define the neighborhood’s 
western border.
 After reaching its peak, it was once again transportation that 
led to the decline in population and socioeconomic status that puts 
Camp Washington in its current state.  The construction of Interstate 75 
geographically split the neighborhood in two, facilitating the demolition of 
those factories that created its fabric in the first place.  As a result, the 
population has steadily declined to 1,611 and its poverty rate has risen to 
36 percent.  Numerous buildings of both residential and commercial use 
sit vacant and the need for families to put food on the table often takes 
precedence over an education.  Despite these conditions, the delineated 
borders of Camp Washington and its low crime rate keep it out of the front 
pages and headlines across the Cincinnati metropolitan area, albeit for the 
wrong reasons.
 The neighborhood still finds its boundaries rooted in transportation 
with Interstate 75 to the east and a rail yard to the west, with bridges that 
span both connecting to adjacent ones.  Camp Washington is split into two 
distinct zones with a clear connection point serving as the center point 
and means of outward connection, with residential areas to the south and 
industrial areas to the north and east.  Still, 20 percent of the homes are 
vacant and many of the industrial buildings are now clad with graffiti instead 
of business names quintessential to the industrial history of Cincinnati.  In 
a nutshell, Camp Washington has become a lost fragment within a tightly-
woven metropolis.

Expression and Infrastructure

 In the case of Camp Washington, the changing infrastructure of 
Cincinnati as it began to respond to a shift from industrial to corporate 
development focused on creating the outlying suburbs as opposed to 
what was already there.  Although Cincinnati is known for its topographical 
variations which are much more dynamic than in many surrounding areas 
of the region, it is this transportation network that has come to define the 
neighborhood makeup of the city.  Focus shifted to development to the 
north, south, and west, and plummeting housing costs in the inner city 
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Neighborhood Timeline, Camp Washington:

1840s: Mill Creek Valley annexed by City of Cincinnati, “Camp Washington” 
name created because it originally was a training center for soldiers preparing 
to enter the Mexican War.

1880s: Became home to many of the slaughterhouses in Cincinnati; 
population reached steady peak of 11,000.

1937: In addition to the Great Depression, one of the most ravaging floods 
in Cincinnati history greatly hurts meatpacking industry.  Many plants close 
or relocate.

1950s: Construction of Interstate 75 led to the demolition of many houses 
and factories in the neighborhood; labeled as “deteriorated” in 1948 city 
master plan

1981: First Camp Washington Neighborhood Community Plan seeks to 
establish zoning changes and a focus on parks and recreation, creates 
the Camp Washington Community Board to coordinate actions of various 
neighborhood groups.
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led to a distinct socioeconomic hierarchy among all these neighborhoods.  
Although downtown Cincinnati was still home to the sports teams, art 
galleries, and symphonies, it also was home to the poorest and most 
neglected residents of the city.
 This inadvertent allowance of infrastructure to affect the chemistry 
of a neighborhood is all-too-present in Camp Washington.  Although the 
buildings crumble and the residents look into uncertain futures, the 
neighborhood possesses a very strong social fabric that differs strongly not 
only from more affluent neighborhoods but from other lower-socioeconomic 
areas as well.  It is clear that people in Camp Washington fully understand 
the importance of interconnectivity because, for many of them, it is all 
they have to survive.  Residents are in a constant struggle with the City 
of Cincinnati and private interest groups to keep their social fabric strong 
through the facilities they do have, but governmental and developmental 
forces often outside of their control always seem to play a large role.  
The urban fabric of Cincinnati seems to reject that its infrastructure has 
informed the fabric of Camp Washington and also rejects the expressional 
quality of a strong social fabric that Camp Washington offers back.

Social Change and the New Typology

 The twenty-first century has seen many changes in the philosophy 
behind community development in Cincinnati.  Although the transportation 
methods have come to strongly inform the neighborhood infrastructure 
across the metropolitan area, they also fragment the city in ways that the 
next wave of residents does not appreciate.  Downtown and the riverfront 
has changed dramatically over the past ten years, shifting from an outdated 
shipping yard to a very strong social and cultural center.  New Urbanist 
development crops up across urban landscapes, even in neighborhoods 
more similar in makeup to Camp Washington (Grundy).  At the same time, 
the suburban outcroppings on the edge of the metropolitan area show signs 
of futility, especially during the recession, as school levees fail and home 
values dip lower and lower.  Through industrialization, suburbanization, and 
revitalization, the true fabric of Cincinnati is beginning to emerge due to 
social trends shifting toward identity and connectivity.
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As Cincinnati shifted from an industrial city 
to a corporate one, suburbanization led to 
interstate-based infrastructure at the expense 
of older industrial neighborhoods like Camp 
Washington.  As a result, a neighborhood 
form established on topographical gestures 
became a lower-socioeconomic outlier in 
the city’s overall form.  Expression and 
infrastructure did not act hand-in-hand, and 
Camp Washington now functions with its own 
social fabric that is constantly competing 
with the interests of the rest of the city.  Still, 
community staples like the mural and Camp 
Washington Chili (left) at the neighborhood 
center are incredibly iconic.



 Still, these trends often neglect the basic needs of those who 
require the most help, and are done without a true understanding of the full 
spectrum of those who call Cincinnati home.  The new development within 
the downtown area is doing its job of recreating the central fabric and 
philosophy, but similar development in poor surrounding neighborhoods, 
such as Washington Park in Over-The-Rhine, displaces the poor in favor 
of a more “desirable” demographic.   Social change is present, but its 
translation to neighborhoods remains as a study of the fragment without 
understanding the relationship between expression and infrastructure that 
is necessary in the new American metropolis.
 How can this relationship be developed in a neighborhood like 
Camp Washington?  The infrastructure is present and the society creates 
a fair level of expression, so it becomes a need to understand how the two 
can come together in a way that visibly strengthens the metropolitan area 
of Cincinnati.  First, the community within Camp Washington must develop 
its sense of identity in a way that the city has to recognize.  Placement 
and visibility then becomes an object within the puzzle, serving as a first 
step.  What Camp Washington then has is an ability to take the object to 
the next level of social sustainability and responsibility.  Instead of making 
headlines for crime, this neighborhood can make headlines by giving people 
a education, a future, and the means of seeing a better life that can tie 
into the social change that is successfully occurring in the city center.  The 
neighborhood recognizes the infrastructure of the city, and the city sees 
a very expressive tool that makes its fabric and experience much more 
dynamic.
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History, Geography, and Current Trends

 Studying the relationship of Arlington to the Dallas-Fort Worth 
“Metroplex” of an American metropolis begins to stretch the true 
definition of a city and apply it to the shifting relationship of expression 
and infrastructure to the typology of the American neighborhood.  Unlike 
smaller, inner-city working areas like Camp Washington or suburbs like 
Hyde Park, Arlington is much larger—374,000 as of the 2010 Census—
and appears to be relatively self-supportive in terms of providing housing 
and amenities for its residents.  Still, the way that Arlington responds to 
the city of Dallas reveals its true dependence on nearby cities, establishing 
itself as a neighborhood worth studying.
 Like many other towns in the wide-open South of the nineteenth 
century, Arlington was officially established as a city in 1877 after the 
presence of a fort for thirty years prior.  The site’s proximity to a natural 
well initially kept the town growing, although it was capped in the 1950s 
due to excessive pavement.  As the town began to establish itself in the 
early 20th century, it had the makings of a self-sufficient city.  Although still 
having a population under 5,000, Arlington had a college, library, hospital, 
park, and trolley system by the 1930s.  It was, however, the vision of 1951-
1977 mayor Tom Vandergriff to bring the automobile to the city.  The 1950s 
brought a General Motors plant, turnpike connecting Dallas and Fort Worth, 
and a major population explosion.  Arlington quickly shifted from a fledgling 
community to a part of the surrounding network promoted entirely by the 
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introduction of transportation-based infrastructure, and it is this form that 
continues to dominate the layout of the neighborhood.
 Today, it is without question that Arlington has an important role in 
the Dallas metropolitan area.  In addition to having one of the 50 largest 
populations of a single city in the United States, it is also home to the 
Dallas Cowboys and Texas Rangers and a major amusement park.  Many 
street and park names pay homage to those who developed Arlington to 
its current state, including Vandergriff, and there is even a monument 
dedicated to the well that was capped by the pavement.
 It is through elements like these that show the true influence 
of infrastructure on the American landscape.  This area of Texas has no 
topographical limitations on where development can occur; sprawl becomes 
rampant and the need to move across the metropolitan area becomes a 
major ordeal.  Arlington is no different—the most notable elements of the 
city are located by the Turnpike, away from the sprawled grid layout of the 
city’s “core” and the sweeping motions of suburban developments to the 
south.  Arlington has so much infrastructural interference that it lacks any 
sense of fabric or expression, so it must be dependent on the surrounding 
area to fulfill these needs.

Expression and Infrastructure

 A healthy relationship between a metropolis and a neighborhood 
will feature the downtown informing the infrastructure of the neighborhood 
and the expressive qualities of the neighborhood giving definition to the 
whole area.  What is it about the relationship between Dallas-Fort Worth and 
Arlington that destroys any sense of expression within the neighborhood?
 One very distinct aspect is scale.  They say that everything is bigger 
in Texas, but even this situation is blown far out of proportion.  Arlington 
takes up the void between the two major cities in the area, and its only 
point of having the relationship it does is because it takes up so much 
space that the rapidly-growing area needed to develop out of necessity.  
The true philosophy of Arlington based on the small-town mentality of a 
tight network of a few people without too much outside interference, but 
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Neighborhood Timeline, Arlington:

1877: Town of Arlington officially incorporated as a stop along the Texas and 
Pacific Railway Company line.

1895: The city center became a well that provided accessible water in the 
area; the well is capped in 1951 due to growth and increasing traffic.

1921: First highway connecting Arlington (population 3,700) and Dallas 
opens, with many Arlington businesses catering to those passing through.

1953: Under the leadership of California native mayor Tom Vandergriff, 
Arlington opens a General Motors plant and seeks to become not only 
a bedroom community for the Metroplex but also an entertainment hub.  
Interstate 80, the Dallas-Fort Worth Turnpike, opens four years later.

2009: The Dallas Cowboys open the largest and most expensive professional 
football stadium in the United States in the northeast corner of the 
neighborhood, a half mile from the home of Major League Baseball’s Texas 
Rangers.  
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the powers at be in the mid-twentieth century certainly saw the possibilities 
of a relationship to the metropolitan area as intrinsically (if not fiscally) 
compelling.
 Is the American model of infrastructure being influenced by the 
center of industry straightforward and utilitarian, only made based on 
whether or not it induces more pleasure?  If Arlington possessed some 
sense of struggle or conflict with the surrounding areas rather than a playpen 
by the interstate with a series of hamster cages further to the south, would 
it start to have the expressive qualities necessary to strengthen the fabric 
of the entire area?  Instead, infrastructure has completely taken over and 
the only means of expression is to bring up history wherever it can be 
squeezed in.

Social Change and the New Typology

Dallas as a downtown area has many attributes of a revitalized American 
city, although it has always been a part of its inherent fabric.  As the home 
of multiple Fortune 500 companies, many focused in the technology sector, 
the city has sought new means of rising to prominence and has thus not 
experienced the marked population drop-off of older, industrial cities.  The 
location of Dallas also makes it one of the most diverse cities in the nation, 
meaning that each is seeking to show off its importance in the ever-growing 
Metroplex (Texas Monthly).  This gives a stronger importance to equality 
with diversity, so the downtown area and surrounding neighborhoods are 
marked with multiple influences working in concert to continually develop 
a rich urban fabric.
 Still, Dallas exemplifies the experimental quality of the American 
city.  As relationships between groups are better understood and the group-
based mentality begins to take a stronger hold, the notion of multiple 
sources of influence will quickly extend out of the immediate downtown 
area.  The many suburban neighborhoods will have to either contribute 
to the fabric through or lose their ability to be considered as part of 
the urban fabric of the metropolitan area, and as long as infrastructure 
remains a defining factor of the metropolis-neighborhood relationship the 
neighborhoods of Dallas will either strengthen or destroy this philosophy of 
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Arlington exemplifies the notion of 
the neighborhood as a single, market-
based object.  Rather than being 
composed of a tight-knit social fabric, 
Arlington markets itself as the lavish 
home for one of the most iconic 
football teams in the country sitting 
right next to a Major League Baseball 
stadium and a major amusement park.  
Arlington can market itself as “fun”, 
and the population explosion of the 
late 20th century keeps things running 
smoothly.

Still, a neighborhood of this size 
lacking any sort of urban fabric is an 
abomination to say the least.  Even 
calling Arlington a neighborhood 
stretches the definition by most 
standards.  Any adaptation of the new 
building typology must seek to create 
a downtown that somehow ties to 
the inherent nature of the automobile 
within the neighborhood.
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diversity.
 For Arlington, then, this means that some expressive quality must 
be developed.  The residents of the city can simply see themselves as 
objects similar to the stadiums, amusement parks, highways, or monuments 
to days gone by when being compared to the rest of the metropolitan area, 
or some level of expression can be developed to maximize the relationship 
and make this leftover space between two major cities truly strengthen 
the fabric of the whole area.  In order to make this happen, the new 
typology must focus on the elements of diversity and identity in addition 
to the principle of expression while exploring a level of scale or societal 
importance that can compete with the massive stadiums that currently 
give Arlington importance within the metropolitan area.  Connectivity is not 
the issue—connectivity is what has made Arlington what it is today.  The 
future is now; the ability to challenge the infrastructure that made Arlington 
a neighborhood will give it its own sense of diversity and add another piece 
to the Dallas puzzle which makes it even more unique.



History, Geography, and Current Trends

 Chicago is, in the eyes of many, the quintessential American city.  
It has the size, style, appearance, and folklore of many European cities 
and it has developed it in a fraction of the time.  Its location has made 
it “the capital of the rest of the country” (Malcolm) and it reinforces this 
title by having a social fabric different from any other American city of its 
size or importance.  Chicago creates an image as a rough city, but as a 
city in which anything is possible if one accepts the Midwest philosophy of 
earning everything through hard work and perseverance in order to earn a 
spot among the Lakeshore Drive elite.  Alongside the development of the 
urban fabric of Chicago is none other than the neighborhood of Hyde Park.
 Camp Washington and Hyde Park both have the notions of 
developing alongside their respective metropolises, but with different 
roles.  While Camp Washington used its topographical and transportational 
advantages to become an industrial center, Hyde Park’s proximity to the 
city center and Lake Michigan made it ideal for a high-end suburb, and 
this development began to happen in the 1880s.  It was then the 1893 
Columbian Exposition and the establishment of the University of Chicago 
shortly after that truly cemented Hyde Park’s place as one of the premier 
establishments within the city.  The twentieth century brought diversity 
through architecture and ethnicity as Hyde Park strongly took advantage of 
its prime location.
 By the 1930s, however, the boom had ended and the social 
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disjunction was becoming apparent.  With Chicago as a hotspot for 
sociological observation since its inception, Louis Wirth developed a theory 
of urban renewal based around the University as a means of quelling the 
influx of illegal home conversions, gambling, and other crime brought about 
by the socioeconomic gap developing on the city’s South Side.  The plan 
to revitalize the neighborhood building by building was officially passed in 
1958 (Hyde Park Urban Renewal), and the process of using the educational 
resource as a means of strengthening the community has become an 
integral part of the social, fiscal, and political workings that continues to 
this day.
 Hyde Park still sits in a rough part of Chicago, where the sheen of 
skyscrapers looms in the horizon and social bonds similar to those in Camp 
Washington often serve as all the residents have.  Still, Hyde Park has 
maintained itself as a neighborhood that truly understands itself because 
it has physically re-evaluated itself through and through.  The University of 
Chicago proves that an educational component is necessary, no matter 
what the present social trend is, to maintain a strong sense of expression 
and infrastructure.  It is already home to countless architectural pieces, as 
is the entire Chicago metropolitan area, while overall organization is well-
defined across the entire neighborhood.  Chicago is a quintessential city, 
and Hyde Park is one of the pieces that make it shine.

Expression and Infrastructure

 Even though studying the urban renewal of Hyde Park and 
the process that the city of Chicago has undertaken to shift from an 
experimental state to an iconic one is important, how does this model 
compare to the importance of expression and infrastructure and how can 
its ideals help other American cities become equally dynamic?  What are 
some of the criticisms of the model that must be considered as well?
 Many years after the original implementation of the urban renewal 
plan, it was noted that the University of Chicago was establishing a “moat 
mentality” and only considering itself within the much more complex and 
interdisciplinary problems of the entire South Side of the city.  Although the 
original plan had its roots in sociology, it had become entirely politicized and 
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Neighborhood Timeline, Hyde Park:

1853: Paul Cornell purchases 300 acres on the south side of Chicago with 
the hopes of developing and selling property.

1890s: The establishment of the University of Chicago and the Columbian 
Exposition bring heightened importance to the neighborhood.

1930s: Sociologist Louis Wirth suggests “spot renewal” of the University 
of Chicago buying up deteriorated property and improving it as a way to fix 
social problems within the neighborhood.

1958: Hyde Park City Council passes the final urban renewal plan and highrise 
development for the university begins.  Additional transportational elements 
and social events in the name of urban renewal begin to occur.

1998: The Hyde Park-Kenwood Community Conservation Council holds its 
final meeting.  Activists from surrounding neighborhoods of the South Side 
begin to voice their opinions on the urban renewal project creating a moat 
mentality within the neighborhood.



THUS SPOKE JACKSONVILLE46

was looking at the fiscal possibilities of isolating itself from the surrounding 
neighborhoods.  Was Hyde Park trying to become truly expressional, or 
simply become a big fish in a small pond?  Were the moves and innovations 
established across the neighborhood in line with the American ideals of 
equality and the ability to push forward, no matter what obstacles may lay 
in the way?
 An additional study of the infrastructure of Chicago reveals how 
different it is from many other American cities.  Whereas most cities 
have one level of transportation-based infrastructure that informs the 
surrounding neighborhood makeup, Chicago develops a hierarchy that 
begins to objectify it.  The downtown area has one development, while 
the surrounding highways remain in the distance.  Thus, the infrastructure 
of Hyde Park is only based on the first set of (literal) guidelines, with the 
buffer being the other South Side neighborhoods.  Hyde Park still is able 
to exemplify the overall fabric of Chicago, because the overall fabric of 
Chicago is based on this notion of objectification.  This model cannot be 
applied to virtually any other city across the United States, and should not 
be if the country is to maintain the same ideals that have gotten it to this 
point.  Chicago and Hyde Park can be the gem, but the American model 
of expression and infrastructure working hand-in-hand is exemplified by 
something with much more than superficial beauty.

Social Change and the New Typology

 If Hyde Park and Chicago have become so objectified, can the city 
go in another direction or has it reached its full potential?  The next level of 
social change and urban fabric for Chicago to experience, then, is to come 
from the buffer zone that Hyde Park uses as a moat.  Hyde Park can use 
the resources it has to maintain its image, but the overall social aspect 
of a rough city is still present on the South Side.  Equality is still a work 
in progress across this area, and movements to ensure rights for all will 
certainly come in a city marked by such distinct ambiguity.  Whether it will 
be through a Hyde Park-modeled urban renewal plan to act out over fifty-
plus years or through a grassroots movement that has brought about many 
facets of political change in the country is yet to be determined, but the 
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Hyde Park is one of many iconic inner-
city neighborhoods within Chicago, 
featuring multiple architectural 
masterpieces like the Robie House 
and Rockefeller Chapel.  Still, what 
happens across the rest of the South 
Side in between these structures and 
the famous Chicago skyline?  Is there 
something that can be done in addition 
to the urban renewal that can enhance 
the entire metropolitan area, rather 
than maintain a moat mentality that 
only continues to enforce an object-
oriented philosophy about American 
urban fabric?
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true development of the South Side is far from complete and will take on 
different images as it continues to develop.
 What, then, would be the typology of building in Hyde Park that 
could break away from the object-oriented philosophy and start to exemplify 
a social bond across the area?  Unlike many other American neighborhoods 
with transportation-based boundaries and lacking the expression to further 
inform the metropolis, Hyde Park needs the infrastructure in order to 
loosen the boundaries that it has set for itself.  Connectivity as a means of 
promoting diversity and identity with the ultimate goal of equality becomes 
the programmatic relationship for the building typology in Hyde Park, and 
a relationship with the present urban renewal program and the inherent 
expression that it creates becomes the starting point.  The infrastructure 
of Chicago has developed its own unique hierarchy, so utilizing this as a 
starting point to break down the barriers that have been developed within 
Hyde Park as a means of utilizing all the resources that the region has to 
give back to the metropolitan area would further establish Chicago as one 
of the finest cities that America has to offer. 



History, Geography, and Current Trends

 The West Coast of the United States has always seemed to operate 
under a different set of rules than the rest of the country.  Whereas the 
cultural norm in Chicago is one of toughness and grit, the Pacific coast 
brings with it a more laid-back attitude where acceptance and willingness 
to break norms comes with the lay of the land.  The position of these cities, 
however, gives them the same industrial roots as their eastern counterparts.  
Still, these cities are important to understand the full breadth of how the 
principles of the nation and its cities come into play, and this distinction 
can be clarified with three words: “Keep Portland Weird.”
 Beaverton, Oregon, is a suburb of the self-proclaimed weird city 
and it has many similarities to other large suburban pseudo-neighborhoods 
across the country.  Like Arlington, Texas, Beaverton originally developed as 
an outpost that was officially incorporated in 1893 and pays homage to its 
original settlers through street names.  It sits in a valley, however, that was 
home to many similar small outcroppings prior to the expansion of Portland 
along the nearby Willamette River.  Although a few ventures ranging from 
early automobile dealerships to movie studios were established there in 
the early twentieth century (Beaverton History), Beaverton was able to 
establish itself as a step above its adjacent counterparts in the 1940s, 
when the first bus line extending into the valley from Portland ran to the city.  
The population subsequently boomed and sprawled across the valley, and 
the new suburb became a mass transit hub for the area.  This presence, 
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in addition to the development of a small electronics industry, brought the 
population to 90,000 by the 2010 Census.
 The geographical relationship between Beaverton and Portland 
differs greatly from those of the other neighborhoods examined because 
of the topographical change.  A small mountain range keeps multiple 
modes of connection from extending into Beaverton, further highlighting 
the importance of mass transit to the population explosion in the area.  
Though Beaverton has become a victim of suburban sprawl over the years 
and its total area has increased dramatically, the center of the city is 
still well-defined by the MAX transit hub which connects to the rest of the 
metropolitan area.  Even though overall organization differs in Portland due 
to the topography, the overarching principles that define the American city 
and metropolitan area are still present.

Expression and Infrastructure

 Even though it has topographical limitations that keep it from 
extending endlessly, Portland is still an American city and Beaverton is 
still an American neighborhood.  Even though the infrastructure is just as 
defined by mass transit as it is by car-oriented thoroughfares, infrastructure 
informs the neighborhood just as much.  What, then, should be taken from 
Beaverton and Portland to be applied to the rest of the country?
 Although it is not as clearly visible on a map of Beaverton as it 
may be on a map of Hyde Park or a more densely-packed neighborhood, 
the transportation-based infrastructure plays a large role in the overall 
organization of the neighborhood over time.  Although the physical area of 
the neighborhood has grown exponentially along with the population, the 
city center of Beaverton has not changed since its inception because of the 
introduction of a mass transit hub—simply a singular object rather than a 
well-defined grid.  It is this part of Beaverton, then, that has become the 
focus of community studies and of social interaction within the city, while 
maintaining an omnipresent connection to the surrounding area.
 Even though the infrastructure becomes one object within the 
neighborhood center, it is also the strongest means of expression that this 
sprawl-laden suburb has to offer.  Setting itself apart from the orthogonal 
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Neighborhood Timeline, Beaverton:

1893: Spurred by the presence of a railroad stop, the town of Beaverton is 
incorporated with a population of 400, primarily farmers.

1920s: Premium Picture Productions, headquartered in Beaverton, produces 
about 15 motion pictures from their studios in the community.

1930s: Sociologist Louis Wirth suggests “spot renewal” of the University 
of Chicago buying up deteriorated property and improving it as a way to fix 
social problems within the neighborhood.

1950s: Military personnel returning home from World War II stay in the area 
and industrial parks alongside residential communities are developed.  The 
population of the neighborhood begins to skyrocket.

1998: Stops along the Portland MAX light rail line, including the Beaverton 
Central station, connect Beaverton to Portland through new means of 
transportation.
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buildings set along an awkward assortment of developments is the circular 
transit center, complete with parks, businesses, and residences in a unique 
style that contrasts the concrete seas surrounding it.  It creates its own 
Portland, in a way, that allows those within Beaverton to then get to the real 
thing.  Still, this level of expression is far too superficial for this growing 
community to truly inform the fabric of Portland.  The object-oriented 
philosophy is being reinforced by the transportation-based infrastructure 
in a way that the overall fabric of the metropolitan area does not support.  
Beaverton is ready for something much deeper and more meaningful.

Social Change and the New Typology

Portland appreciates how weird it is, and studies show why it has come to 
be this way.  When compared to other West Coast cities like Seattle, it is 
clear that Portland city leaders are much more tolerant and experimental 
when it comes to civic issues rather than accepting booms and busts as 
part of the city’s life (Bennett).  Portland is also a much more tightly-knit 
city, in which the number of jobs within the city’s core far exceeds the 
national average (Bennett).  The unique social fabric of Portland is due 
to its consolidation, partly brought on by its topographical limitations as 
sitting adjacent to the Beaverton-dominated Tualatin Valley.
 What if the geographical boundary separating Beaverton 
and Portland was to serve as a means for Beaverton to form its own 
expression and infrastructure, rather than simply continue to function 
as an unconformity with a superficial means of expression that does not 
constitute all that it can be?  In order for Beaverton to become its own 
downtown with its own fabric, it must first develop a philosophy that goes 
beyond physical structures and truly embodies what its people support.  
This could still be centered around the transit hub, but creating a separate 
transportation-based infrastructure would help delineate itself and create 
a new network across the valley.  The first level of expression then comes 
in the form of industry within this infrastructure and is then informed and 
reinforced by outlying communities whose overall arrangement is informed 
by the infrastructure of the city.  
 How would the elements of connectivity, diversity, identity, and 
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Founded and maintained above its 
neighbors in the Tualatin Valley because 
of its status as a transportation hub, 
Beaverton maintains this connotation 
with a notable architectural piece that 
connects it to nearby Portland.  As a 
result, however, there is only one point 
in this neighborhood where expression 
and infrastructure are allowed to 
inform each other.  Community studies 
and master plans have sought to 
extend the expression, but only with 
simple objects that do not truly affect 
the urban fabric that Beaverton must 
develop.

How is it, then, that the proposed 
spaces could start to match the 
building typology that truly seeks to 
combine the notions of expression 
and infrastructure?  Is programming 
and individual pieces too much of a 
driving force?  What would happen if 
the urban fabric was truly developed 
from the ground up, creating a new 
great American city that could have its 
own philosophy and develop its own 
conglomeration of neighborhoods in 
an area reinforced by topographical 
surroundings?
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equality play themselves out as changing social trends are manifested in 
Beaverton?  Consider a government building, since the local government 
in the city would have to become more encompassing anyway.  The 
understanding of departments as a means of strengthening expression 
and infrastructure could be played out through the organization of these 
elements both physically and politically, serving as a model for other 
growing cities across America to follow.  He incorporation of architecture 
and changing social trends would be manifested from the start, and through 
time and multiple iterations, the entire valley could start to have its own 
fabric and Beaverton could become as strong, dynamic, and weird of a city 
as Portland is.



 There are very solid ideals that shape the political and social 
trends that the United States has developed since the American Revolution.  
These rules and philosophies are written in some of the most well-known 
documents of the country and the Western world.  Likewise, there are a 
few unwritten trends that show up in the relationships between the four 
neighborhoods explored and the cities encompassing the fabric of the 
metropolitan areas in which they lie.
 First of all, neighborhoods often develop as fragments that are 
associated with one particular piece, some natural and some manmade, 
that helps give the neighborhood a sense of expression.  Arlington and 
Beaverton had natural draws, even though the town’s expansion proved 
to quell this piece’s influence in the case of the former.  Though Camp 
Washington had topography in its favor, it was based on the manmade 
elements and the need for a settlement to service those working along the 
canal.  Hyde Park was based on manmade elements from the beginning, 
further objectifying Chicago and the manmade values of education and 
ethnic diversity as the city began to grow to what it is today.  The ability 
to associate with some aspect of everyday life and exemplify its role is 
important to understand the dynamic of a neighborhood as separate from a 
subdivision on the smaller end of a spectrum or a set of regional attributes 
on the larger end.  Furthermore, the ability for a neighborhood (or an entire 
city) to reinvent itself when this piece is replaced highlights the drive to 
move forward, putting identity ahead of history to some extent in all the 
neighborhoods analyzed.

Summary
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 This defining attribute needs some physical ramification in order to 
become a set piece: a relationship to the land around it.  What the United 
States has that its Western counterparts often severely lack is open space, 
making this a defining characteristic of cities and neighborhoods if it is 
allowed to be.  A true American urban fabric is often associated at its core 
with some natural phenomenon, be it a river, lake, or valley.  This becomes 
the base level to which the neighborhoods, cities, and metropolitan areas 
can relate and connect because it serves as the baseline from which 
infrastructure is able to develop.  Just like a set of laws serves as a means 
of strengthening the rational processes that humans naturally possess, 
the infrastructural progress based on geographical situations is what 
strengthens the philosophy of a particular area.  If geography gets in the 
way, as in Beaverton and Portland, the need then shifts to a development 
of a new fabric in order to reach the full potential of the neighborhood.  
Freedom comes with responsibility, and the American way is to express 
oneself within the set attributes presented.
 How does a philosophical understanding of the relationship 
between a city and a neighborhood across a country translate to the 
building typology that combines a large open space, a well-programmed 
perimeter, and movement between them?  The answer for each case study 
neighborhood is not a cut-and-dried solution, but based on the historical 
and existing relationships between expression and infrastructure combined 
with an understanding of the social trends across America favoring themes 
like connectivity, diversity, equality, and identity:

Camp Washington is a case of allowing its relationship between  i t s e l f 
and the Cincinnati metropolitan area to grow and be nurtured in a symbiotic 
relationship that presently does not exist.  A building to physically manifest 
the social bonds present among the neighborhood’s residents while 
creating imaginable futures for those growing up without long-term goals, 
like a community-run kitchen or performance hall, could start to build up 
the links highlighted by changing social trends and help the urban fabric of 
Cincinnati appreciate those on the entire social-class spectrum.

Arlington only knows infrastructure as a means of allowing itself to express 
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something, not as a means of organizing those within the neighborhood to 
then develop their own sense of expression.  This neighborhood, with its 
immense size, needs a piece other than its history to express itself and 
make itself useful to the Dallas social fabric that is constantly becoming 
more diverse.  This piece could be a literal means of expressing oneself, 
such as an art gallery or recording studio that puts people from the entire 
city inside the grid and gives it life.  The city then has a manmade attribute 
of making itself vital to the goings-on of the metropolitan area, as opposed 
to objectifying historical figures through superficial means.

Hyde Park is a true exemplification of Chicago, but this means that 
objectification becomes key as opposed to full immersion across the 
South Side—identity and equality are strong but connectivity is weak.  A 
transportation hub, perhaps a ferry dock, which pulls Chicagoans of all 
backgrounds into the neighborhood with programmatic uses that connect 
the positive attributes of Hyde Park with what the rest of the area needs, 
like educational resources.

Beaverton only utilizes connectivity as its driving force to the point that 
the only means of expression and infrastructure that it possesses come 
from the transit station.  Using this as a start, the city could use its local 
government (similarly to Hyde Park in the mid-twentieth century) to establish 
a philosophy that could manifest itself through planning and design.  A new 
typology based on the relationships between the other three attributes, 
such as those spur-of-the-moment relationships created in the student 
union of a college campus, could be applied to more traditional building 
types and enforced by a planning division as the city grows.

 All four of these neighborhoods—and they cities they are 
associated with—are at different stages in the American urban experiment.  
The development and hierarchy of expression and infrastructure within 
Chicago, Portland, Cincinnati, and Dallas-Fort Worth are quite different from 
one another based on a variety of factors.  One most notable differing 
factor across these building usages would be scale.  Beaverton employing 
an entire governmental sector would require a more distinct open space 
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than the recording studio in Arlington, which would be more highly 
programmed.  A transportation hub in Hyde Park would have a stronger 
sense of movement than the Camp Washington community center sitting 
along the well-defined transportation paths that are already present and 
impacting the neighborhood.  Still, they have many attributes in common 
that create a common base from which the placement of any building type 
can fit within the correct understanding of a design philosophy as a building 
typology, similarly to the understanding of a political philosophy as a set of 
changing social trends.
 These pieces can be understood.  Design typology can exemplify 
the American dream.  Architecture does not have to serve as a backdrop.  
These overarching themes will be addressed in Jacksonville, Florida, where 
a distinct identity is still yet to be solidly determined and glimpses of all 
four case study neighborhoods can be found in the metropolitan area.  
Utilizing the conclusions drawn regarding Camp Washington, Arlington, 
Hyde Park, and Beaverton will be applied to an overall understanding of the 
unique infrastructural qualities that Jacksonville has to offer, with a design 
program that exemplifies changing social trends to follow.



Rationale

 Jacksonville presents itself as a very opportune city in which the 
idea of the American neighborhood serving as a means of the crossroads 
of expression and infrastructure because it is so unique in nature.  Unlike 
many cities which have metropolitan populations that far exceed the city 
population due to suburbs and multiple municipalities, Jacksonville is, 
civically, one unit.  One of the major points in the city’s history was when 
it consolidated almost all the neighborhoods of Duval County in 1968, 
replacing corrupt and ineffectual leaders with a city-county government 
(Patterson).  All the neighborhoods of Jacksonville except for the beaches 
are within this system which has branded itself as the gateway city of the 
South.  On paper, Jacksonville is an anomaly within the American model 
of the metropolitan area and its relationship to the neighborhood.  The 
philosophy behind the city’s organization, however, still falls into the same 
typology, but the unique governmental system in this city makes it a more 
intriguing location to test how a building typology can relate to social and 
political changes across the country.
 Secondly, Jacksonville is in a unique part of the country, both 
geographically and socially.  The cities and neighborhoods explored in the 
case studies have a wide variety of topographical limitation, from none at 
all to the creation of very distinct boundaries.  They also have different 
levels of social change, from one which promotes hard work to earn 
anything to others that celebrate diversity and cohesion.  Jacksonville—and 
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all of Florida—have geographical implications that strongly affect society 
because many people in these cities are not there to build themselves 
up from nothing but simply to be on the coast.  Many resort cities see 
their population double in the winter compared to the summer.  Although 
Jacksonville is a functioning city, it still has a pleasure-based mindset about 
its organization and population.  Is it possible to create and sustain a true 
American urban fabric in a city which has such major population shifts that 
slow the creation of a true social fabric found in so many neighborhoods 
across the country?  As long as the city has a strong sense of infrastructure, 
the argument suggests that there is some physical piece that can serve as 
something other than a backdrop and aid in revitalizing a city or, in the case 
of Jacksonville, teaching it to speak in the first place.

Goals and Objectives

Understand the urban fabric of Jacksonville and its current state of 
expression and infrastructure within its wide variety of neighborhoods

Figure out what relationships between the case study neighborhoods and 
the neighborhoods of Jacksonville can be utilized to determine a general 
understanding of how these pieces work in concert

Create a programmatic language that combines the overall principles 
of expression and infrastructure with social ideals of diversity, equality, 
connectivity, and identity and can serve as a tangible understanding for any 
American city

Determine the spatial relationships needed for the Eastside/Southside 
neighborhoods of Jacksonville in order to allow the programmatic language 
to have the strongest impact

Choose a site and perform a site analysis that identifies the unique 
topographical pieces that Jacksonville has to offer and how they can affect 
building program
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What is to be Designed/The Chosen Site

 The program that manifests this new American building typology is 
to be developed further along in the framework development as analyses 
of Jacksonville neighborhoods are completed.  The knowledge to this point 
is that Jacksonville is comprised of six districts: the Old City, Westside, 
Northside, Southside, Arlington, and the Beaches.  The Old City and 
Westside have strong resemblances to Hyde Park, and the industrial nature 
of Northside has similarities to Camp Washington.  The topographical 
limitations of Jacksonville Beach and others resulting in the need for 
a separate urban fabric is comparable to Beaverton, while Arlington, in 
the land between Jacksonville and the Beaches, is, ironically, similar to 
Arlington, Texas in its sprawled-out development.
 The case studies can further influence the overall understanding 
of the urban fabric of Jacksonville.  Camp Washington’s industrial past and 
resulting social fabric can give notions of what may occur with development 
in Northside, while the roads connecting the Jacksonville metropolitan area 
have many similar attributes to those across Cincinnati.  While Arlington, 
Texas has no topographical limitations keeping it from sprawling out, 
Arlington, Florida has boundaries set by the presence of water on its east 
and west borders.  Instead of creating a moat mentality as in Hyde Park, 
the Old City and Westside actually have many attributes that allow lower-
socioeconomic groups to inform the infrastructure of downtown.  Unlike 
Beaverton, Jacksonville Beach takes full advantage of its natural draw—
the Atlantic Ocean—to create a fabric completely separate of downtown 
Jacksonville.  These comparisons and contrasts between neighborhoods 
are going to be present in any study done of an American city, but knowing 
how they came up and how they can support themselves within the 
metropolitan area is important to knowing what elements can be manifested 
through the new building typology.  Dragging and dropping is not the answer 
to competent designing that can start to affect social change.
 Southside and the area east of the Old City (called Eastside, 
though not as well-developed), however, lack the same definitions that 
the rest of the city does and would be an interesting spot to introduce 
some manifestation of the new American building typology as a means of 
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understanding and creating a strong neighborhood that is interconnected 
with its metropolitan area.  Jacksonville as a whole is, generally speaking, 
lacking a true sense of identity that it could very easily attain through an 
added level of cohesion across all its neighborhoods, and focusing on what 
is significantly underdeveloped at a social or infrastructural level is key to 
manifesting the philosophies discussed in the Background at a physical 
level.  Still, Jacksonville, and this particular site, possess very strong 
physical ramifications that suggest the presence of a group-based object 
could have a major impact on social change based simply on where it is 
located.  The bend in the St. John’s River creates a dramatic natural gesture 
that is currently not capitalized upon in the least.  Furthermore, the case 
studies, particularly that of Camp Washington, show the true importance of 
allowing infrastructure to inform expression in order to avoid a disconnect, 
which could easily occur in Jacksonville because of how sprawled it is.  
Bringing a residential component to the city center, especially this area that 
currently has no housing in it, would help strengthen the conglomeration 
of the metropolitan area by giving life to the core.  If the expression of 
downtown is stronger, the infrastructure holding the other neighborhoods 
together would be stronger and the expressive pieces creating a true urban 
fabric would begin to manifest themselves.  This must be done at the right 
scale and with the right implementation of the new building typology in 
order to happen.
 Understanding what is to be designed starts by first understanding 
what expressive qualities are already occurring in the area.  The east side 
of downtown Jacksonville is only active when the football stadium, baseball 
stadium, or basketball arena is hosting an event—otherwise it is a series 
of large, impenetrable objects within a concrete sea.  Although associating 
these venues with physical activity is somewhat superficial, a push toward 
physical wellness is a tangible element of social change that the United 
States must face with a collective initiative.  Also, this area of downtown 
Jacksonville has been the home to stadiums for a long time.  Could Eastside, 
which also requires the housing and amenities needed by a neighborhood, 
have the open, expressive space become something geared toward physical 
wellness, with the other pieces forming the infrastructure around it?  Not 
only would it facilitate the development of a philosophical building typology, 
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but it could also approach understandings of physical wellness as an active 
architectural piece incorporating many other ideals.  The design creates 
a neighborhood, encourages social change, and teaches Jacksonville to 
speak.
 Although the specific site within Eastside has yet to be determined, 
it must be noted that the overall organization of downtown Jacksonville is 
based on north-south movement.  As downtown developed on the north 
side of the St. John’s River, the positioning of the streets was closely 
related to the positioning of the piers.  Once this industry left downtown, 
the piers gradually went away and were replaced by more active elements, 
like the Jacksonville Landing and some of the more recognizable buildings 
and bridges in the downtown area.  This revitalization has not extended 
to Eastside, however, and many unused pieces of land (some still in the 
pier shape) remain without any connection to this north-south movement.  
Thus, any design action taken, especially one that seeks to create the new 
American neighborhood that exemplifies expression and infrastructure, 
must explore why this organization exists and how it can be manifested 
moving forward.

Design Program

Infrastructural elements which reflect organization of the metropolitan 
area: 10-15%

Residential component and associated circulation: 20-30%

Living amenities necessary for downtown living: 20-30%

Physical wellness component that allows design to incorporate with social 
change: 20-25%

Social gathering space that ties all elements together: Remaining (up to 
30%)
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Jacksonville sits in a bend in the 
St. John’s River, where downtown 
originally began to develop in the 
late 19th century.  A fire in 1901 
gave way to industrial development 
that created the current sense of 
infrastructure.  The east area, close to 
the stadiums, remains unaffected by 
these gestures and lacks any sense 
of expression that contributes to the 
urban fabric.  Historical maps reveal 
that the eastern portion of downtown 
Jacksonville has undergone many re-
creations, most recently as the center 
for professional sports within the city.  
What is very notable, however, is the 
connection between pier organization 
and north-south movement.
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Today, downtown Jacksonville quickly gives way to suburban development in the neighborhoods of 
Westside, Northside, and Arlington (east of the river).  These neighborhoods, apart from boundaries set 
by natural elements, are connected by a vast array of roads going out to the beaches.  How can Eastside 
become a more connecting piece that links social expression with this infrastructure?

Northside

Westside
Southside

ArlingtonOld City
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The diagram to the left reflects the 
organization of downtown Jacksonville 
along the limitations set by the river to 
the south and highway to the north, with 
north-south thoroughfares forming the 
downtown infrastructure.  This form does 
not continue, however, into the east side.  
Development of Eastside as a viable 
neighborhood within the Jacksonville 
urban fabric will strengthen the city as 
a whole and the building typology being 
explored.  The diagram of Eastside is 
currently left blank to signify the current 
lack of neighborhood fabric  that the 
project is intended to fill.  Appropriate 
scale of the new building typology will 
seek to fill this void.



Eastside’s most prominent resident is the NFL’s 
Jacksonville Jaguars who play at Everbank 
Field, the most recognizable piece of the area.  
Across the parking lot sits the Baseball Grounds 
of Jacksonville, home of the minor league 
Jacksonville Suns.  Adjacent is the home of the 
Jacksonville Historical Society (bottom right) 
in an old church building that connects to the 
baseball stadium.

The elements present draw a crowd and require 
connection to Jacksonville’s infrastructure in 
order to do so.  If nothing is going on, however, 
the environment completely disappears.  
Incorporating elements of what the American 
neighborhood must become can revitalize the 
city, make Jacksonville a notable destination, 
and help bring about social change and 
understanding of architecture as more than a 
backdrop across the United States.
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Downtown Jacksonville from Main Street 
Bridge (Jacksonville Landing in center)

San Marco neighborhood on south side of 
Main Street Bridge

Hemming Plaza

Bandstand at Jacksonville Landing

Gardens within the Westside Cummer 
Museum of Art
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