
The downtown library in Dubuque received a grant to purchase two 3D printers and a donation 
to house all their craft supplies in a designated Maker Space.  Selser Schaefer Architects assisted 
the library faculty in finding the best location within the building for the space, followed by 
all phases of design and construction administration.

As I was transitioning to the Dubuque office of the firm, I was excited to know I would get 
to work on this project provided my experience with 3D printing and technology.  I was in 
charge of all schematic design and project delivery preparation and coordinated various 
systems and finishes during construction documentation.  Though the project was relatively 
small in scope, it was my first exposure to the entire breadth of architectural services that are 
commonly offered on a project.

CARNEGIE-STOUT PUBLIC LIBRARY MAKER SPACE



Schematic perspective prepared for promotional purposes.



Perspective of completed Maker Space.



Selser Schaefer was approached by a local business owner about renovating an existing 
building to include a basement bar, first-floor commercial space, and second-floor apartments. 
Being a block from the Dubuque office, the project is in a historic and central location of 
downtown Dubuque with a large community presence.

Though the project had begun prior to my transfer to Dubuque, I was able to have a hand in 
all phases of design. I took on initial layouts of the apartment units in a way to maximize the 
constraints of the existing shell, and took this design development through the permit set 
used for construction. I aided in preparing drawings to get the bar design through permitting 
and took advantage of any opportunity for hands-on construction administration experience.

KUNNERT BUILDING



South elevation of completed Kunnert Building. Primary entrance to The Dungeon is at the 
corner of 3rd Street and Locust Avenue.



Interior of The Dungeon in the basement of the Kunnert Building.



While working in the Tulsa office, my project team was often assigned grocery stores for 
a Texas chain known for making each store different from any others. As the anchor for a 
development in Lakeway, a lake town outside Austin, this particular store was to include a 
full-service restaurant and bar with indoor and outdoor seating.

Because of my experience and expertise in SketchUp, I was assigned leadership of developing 
the interior design of the restaurant/bar from rough concept sketches all the way through 
design development and construction documentation. I coordinated real-time changes with 
the H-E-B interior design team and facilitated their decision-making while taking construction 
ramifications into consideration. I continued to play an integral role in consultant coordination 
as the initial design integrated with the building shell, which a teammate was in charge of 
documenting. The complex project came together smoothly and the store opened in October 
2015.

H-E-B AUSTIN LAKEWAY



Schematic perspective of H-E-B Austin Lakeway, with restaurant on right. My project 
team took charge of design development, construction documentation, and construction 
administration for all components of the store.



Perspective of interior dining area.



Bar area after completion.



In December 2014, Selser Schaefer was selected by Tulsa People magazine to develop a 
conceptual design for a vacant existing building in downtown Tulsa, located at 108 South 
Detriot Avenue in the Blue Dome District. I saw this as a great opportunity to showcase my 
design skills, and prepared a proposal to transform the building into a hub for the city’s many 
food trucks while preserving the existing bowstring trusses and wood slat roof. While a 
coworker’s idea for an Oklahoma-themed restaurant was selected as the option to proceed, I 
was kept on the team because of the many comparisons between his design and mine.

I took charge of SketchUp modeling, taking my coworker’s conceptual proposal and bringing 
it to life. It allowed me to understand the importance of applying a single simple idea (playing 
with light, in this case) to multiple facets of a completed building. I participated in all interviews 
and photo shoots related to the project, and we were all proud to see that our project was the 
most recognizable and easily attainable of the three proposals in the article.

108 SOUTH DETROIT



Exterior of restaurant proposal for the existing building at 108 South Detroit. The name of 
the restaurant comes not only from the address but 2015 marking the 108th anniversary of 
Oklahoma statehood.



Interior perspective of 108 South Detroit. A portal of screen-printed glass leads to the bar 
feature in the back of the space, with exposed bowstring trusses and wood slats from the 
existing building providing further definition.



In July 2015, an inquiry went out to everyone in the firm about leading a volunteer design-build 
project as a gift to the partners of the firm and the Kendall-Whittier neighborhood where the 
Tulsa office is located. I offered to head up this effort, becoming the first point of contact 
with the principal and president at the private school which runs entirely on donations and 
gives underprivileged children in the neighborhood an opportunity to catch up and excel on 
academics prior to reaching high school.

Their metal building has a great assembly hall space, which my design team and I recognized 
the importance to infuse with vibrance and spontaneity. We envisioned an abstract landscape 
with peaks and valleys derived from colors in their distinct portrait of Our Lady of Guadaloupe 
which hangs in the space, and to be topped off with a multi-purpose “art wall” and custom-
built benches. I led the schematic design effort and presented the propsal to the school 
faculty, fielding questions and applying insight to the final vision. I brought coworkers onto 
a painting and building team, leading their efforts to get materials donated, prepare a final 
design layout, and put everything together over the school’s fall break in October 2015.

SAN MIGUEL MIDDLE SCHOOL



Process images from painting in the middle school.



Images from the finished product, including the art wall and benches.


